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Background

Increased Cultural and
Linguistic Diversity

U.S. average: 10.3 percent

| |Less than 3.0 percent
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What does this mean for

teacher preparation?

Specialized professional development

Tools for teacher reflection

Culturally sustaining pedagogies



Context & Students
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Language
Portrait

A language and culture portrait is a visualization of a person’s linguistic
and cultural identity that involves (1) identifying the languages/cultures
that are part of one’s identity, (2) assigning each language or culture a

color, and (3) mapping those colors onto the image of a body
silhouette.
(Hamman-Ortiz, 2021)




My Language Portrait

Name:

Language

Portrait in the Course

Embedded in a discussion board (week on linguistic diversity)
Sample language portrait & online article
Directions in writing and video

Guiding questions:
 What languages and cultures make up who you are and influence
your life?
e Use colors/patterns to represent the languages and cultures in your
life. How/where on your body would you “map” your different
languages and cultures? (Adapted from Man Chu Lau (2016)




Teachers’
Portraits
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Awareness of linguistic
diversity: “Southern Accent”

My Language Portrait
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My Language Portrait
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Representing students’
linguistic diversity

Spanish is becoming more and more important to me, like a new piece of who | am. This is especially true when I'm
helping my students with their lessons. When | plan, listen, and write notes for them, using Spanish feels really
natural. In my picture, you'll see red, white, and green colors. These colors show how Spanish is becoming a bigger
part of who | am, along with English. | also have symbols on my clothes and legs that represent America. This
shows that my language and who | am are connected to the whole United States. It reminds me that language is
about more than just words - it's about the culture and community it represents. All of this put together shows
how language is a big part of me. It affects how | talk to the world, especially as a teacher. It's like a beautiful mix of
colors, symbols, and words that make up my special way of speaking.




‘Language Portraits
What was learned?

Language portraits enabled students The meaning that students assigned to
to share aspects of their identity that color and symbols in the silhouette

were not apparent to them or that they facilitated a multimodal analysis of
rarely thought about cultural and linguistic diversity




Language Portraits
What can be learned"

Shape this activity as a scaffold for a
(bigger) narrative assignment

Task can be used with other identity

markers and in courses or activities
Task can be used to diversify the where students need to reflect on

format of student posts in forums themselves/their context (use the

color and representation for different
purposes)




Thank you!




