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ACTIVITY
Pod Mapping and Reimagining
Community Safety Exercise

This exercise can be done in-class over multiple days or completed by students
independently. The purpose of this exercise is to help students learn about
transformative justice as an alternative framework of social accountability. In this lesson,
students will be able to compare/contrast the transformative justice framework with

our current carceral system, which is based on punishment and sustains the prison
industrial complex and police state.

1. Students will first watch 2 videos: “What is Transformative Justice?” (2020.
Barnard Center for Research on Women. YouTube.) (10:30) and “History of
Policing in America” (2020. Throughline. NPR. YouTube.) (4:50).

2. Students will read Pods & Pod Mapping Worksheet written by Mia Mingus for
the Bay Area Transformative Justice Collective in June 2016.

3. Students will then create their own pod map as an initial attempt to
reimagine what community safety means OUTSIDE of policing and the
judicial system.



https://youtu.be/U-_BOFz5TXo?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/wPu6-1yy8-o?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/wPu6-1yy8-o?feature=shared
https://batjc.wordpress.com/resources/pods-and-pod-mapping-worksheet/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IJwCtvVn-uoD2QR1qTMe5U_UdSbQvsOQ4ItbmS9rUtY/edit?usp=sharing
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